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Kendall board chairman explains 'no' vote on CMAP 2050
regional plan
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The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, or CMAP, voted to adopt its ON TO 2050
comprehensive regional plan at a meeting in Chicago last week. But only one local government
represented at the meeting voted against the plan.

Kendall County, represented at the meeting by County Administrator Scott Koeppel, voted no on
the plan, which lays out a plan for future growth and development in the Chicago region.

The CMAP board consists of representatives from municipalities in Cook, DuPage, Kane, Kendall,
Lake, McHenry, and Will counties. Kendall and Kane counties are represented by Montgomery
Village President Matt Brolley.

CMAP is also represented by an MPO Policy Committee, which consists of county board chairmen
from across the CMAP region as well as representatives from various local, state and federal
transportation agencies in the region. Kendall County Board Chairman Scott Gryder is the county’s
representative on the committee.
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The vote to adopt the ON TO 2050 plan was taken up by both the board and the MPO Policy
Committee last Wednesday, Oct. 10, according to CMAP records.

Gryder confirmed following the County Board meeting Tuesday, Oct. 16, that Koeppel had voted
against the ON TO 2050 plan.

“The main reason was the vehicle mileage tax,” Gryder said. “The problem that we’ve had and what
we’ve seen is that the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning region is the seven most populous
counties in the state, and our concern is that if you pass this unanimously the state of Illinois is
going to look at it and say ‘Oh, 70 percent of the population has endorsed this vehicle mileage tax.’”

Gryder noted that legislators introduced a bill to implement the tax in the spring General Assembly
session and they did not introduce a corresponding bill to eliminate the motor fuel tax. Gryder said
the plan is that the MFT would be phased out and changed to the VMT. By not eliminating the MFT,
the residents would be “double taxed,” he said.

Gryder said there was also a concern about “Big Brother following you around the state of Illinois
knowing your whereabouts everywhere you go.”

“There’s some significant concern about that,” he said.

Gryder said he has spoken with the state transportation secretary, the chairman of CMAP and other
county board chairmen in the region and that there has been “a discussion” about the mileage tax.

“At the end of the day, it’s a plan and it helps with our federal funding for the region,” Gryder said.
“The way it currently is written I don’t think is good for the state and certainly not good for Kendall
County, but I think there’ll be a lot more discussions to be had in the future.”

The ON TO 2050 plan recommends that the state should “increase its MFT by at least 15 cents in
the near term and index the overall rate to an inflationary measure to offset the long decline in
purchasing power of the current 19-cent rate that has been in effect since 1990.”

The plan states that the federal gas tax of 18.4 cents per gallon, which has been in effect since 1993,
should be increased and indexed to inflation. Such a move would improve the solvency of the
federal Highway Trust Fund “without requiring non-transportation revenue infusions,“ the plan
states.

But the plan states that the MFT “no longer reflects the way people travel or the many types of
vehicles on the road.”

“Fuel efficiency has increased, which erodes revenue despite its environmental and consumer
benefits, and projections suggest electric vehicles will become a much larger part of the fleet,” the
plan states. “Over the long term, then, the state and the federal government should replace their
MFTs with a user fee that taxes actual use of the system, as with a per-mile road usage charge.”

The plan states that drivers “already pay per mile under the current MFT, but the rate just varies
based on the vehicle’s fuel economy.”
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“For replacing the Illinois MFT, charging two cents per mile and indexing it to an inflationary
measure would provide a sufficient, stable revenue source,” the plan states. “Any change should be
accompanied by testing and analysis to ensure that a road usage charge is implemented and
invested fairly. This revenue source would benefit from a streamlined national solution that allows
each state to collect mileage-based user fees from out-of-state drivers. In implementing a new
revenue source, the state should also take the opportunity to lower the burden on lower income
drivers by integrating measures not available in the current MFT structure.”

When asked about his vote, Brolley said the plan "will serve as a roadmap for our region’s
transportation, environment, governance, community and prosperity for a generation."

"As an engineer, one of the most compelling features of the plan is the extensive amount of data
and research that was utilized to formulate the recommendations," Brolley said. "Of great concern is
that in order to simply maintain our transportation infrastructure in its current state of disrepair, we
are $25 billion short. This plan, just like the plan before it (Go to 2040) explores and recommends
several options to modernize our transportation funding. But it is simply that, a recommendation. It
will be important for all of us to come together with our legislators in Springfield to ultimately write
a bill that is sufficient and equitable for everyone, from the most urban parts of Chicago to our
suburban and rural communities."

Brolley said the ON TO 2050 plan includes "many additional recommendations that our residents
can support including extensive discussions on a future Metra extension into Kendall County."

"Acknowledging the precious importance of taxpayer funds, the plan also outlines opportunities for
towns to work together for increased efficiencies," Brolley said. "We have embodied this concept in
Kendall County for as long as I have been in office, if not longer. I have always been a person to set
a plan for the future and take steps, each day, in that direction. This is our future, and it is
incumbent upon all of us to band together intaking the next steps."


